
The Parishes of St Saviour and The Ascension, Portsea 
 

December 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 

As I write these words the good news has come that churches will be allowed to re-open for public worship at 
the start of December. This is welcome news but sadly things are still far from normal. The Church of England 
has announced its theme for Christmas 2020 as ‘Comfort and Joy’, phrases that appear regularly in Holy 
Scripture, but of course they are associated, by many, with the carol ‘God rest you merry gentlemen’. It may 
seem somewhat ironic that amidst all this gloom the Church of England should even be considering putting a 
theme on this year’s celebration, and for many, as we look from this perspective, there is very little comfort to 
be had, and most certainly even less chance of joy.  
 

This Christmas might not be anything like the Christmas’s that most of us have always known, but despite 
popular opinion, Christmas is a commemoration of the birth of Christ and it is not just a chance or excuse to 
party, eat and drink excessively and waste money on decorations, gifts and food. Our minds should constantly 
be centred upon the original Christmas, which was in many ways a very simple and humble affair with very 
little comfort in terms of the practicalities, for Christ was born in a humble stable with none of the accepted 
standards associated with the normal birth of a child today. There was very little joy initially when Mary and 
Joseph desperately knocked on doors trying to find a place to stay. But yet when that child came into the world, 
even in the darkness and the desperation of the particular situation that Mary and Joseph found themselves 
in, without any doubt he brought great comfort and joy, not only to his parents, but to the shepherds, the wise 
men and indeed the whole world for countless generations. This year may provide a rare opportunity to reflect 
more deeply upon what really matters, and indeed to keep the four weeks of Advent in the way they are 
intended, as a period of preparation rather than an extension of the festive season. The title given to Jesus, 
Emmanuel, reminds us that God is truly with us. He was borne as one of us, and he has experienced every 
emotion that any of us are likely to experience. Our Lord wasn’t immune to the feeling of fear, loneliness, 
isolation, pain and death. His birth stands as a reassurance that wherever we find ourselves, God is with us. 
 

Listed in the monthly calendar overleaf are the times and details of our Christmas services. Please check them 
carefully and put the dates into your diary. The month begins with the candlelit Advent Procession at The 
Ascension at 6pm on Sunday 6th December. There will be Carol Services and Christingle Services at both 
churches, whilst Midnight Mass will be held at St Saviour and Christmas Morning at The Ascension. On 
Wednesday 9th December we will keep the Immaculate Conception with a Sung Mass at St Saviour at 11.30am. 
Regretfully our Social Events and Wednesday lunch club will not resume until the New Year. We are still 
intending to distribute cards to every home in the parish and as always will be grateful for your help – even 
delivering one of two streets helps us to share our message of love, light, life, and hope this Christmas.  
 

I am fully aware that many lives have changed beyond all recognition over the last few months. I hope that 
you are all remaining faithful, even in these dark and difficult times. For those of you who are able to safely 
get to church, then please continue to do so because there is going to be an enormous reckoning in the not too 
distant future, where the church, in the same way as the High Street, has to realistically look at what it can 
afford to keep and what, sadly, will need to close. You must all be aware of the phrase ‘Use it or Lose it’. For 
those unable to get physically to church then please remain faithful at home, read the Scriptures, follow the 
Sunday readings and say your prayers. 
 

Our churches have been beacons of light in this corner of God’s world for over one hundred years, together 
we can keep that light shining in the darkness this Christmas. May you indeed find great comfort and some 
joy in the knowledge that Christ our Saviour was born for you. 
 
With my love and prayers,        
                Parish Priest: Fr Benjamin Weitzmann 
          Tel: 02392 439711          
          fatherweitzmann@gmail.com   
Fr Benjamin.        www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk         



Calendar for December 2020  
 

Wednesday 2nd 11.30am  Low Mass       St Saviour 
Thursday 3rd 5.15pm  Junior Choir Practice     The Ascension 

 6.00pm  Evensong & Low Mass     The Ascension 
 

Sunday 6th    THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Family Mass      The Ascension 
 6.00pm The Advent Procession      The Ascension 
 

Monday 7th 10.00am  Low Mass       St Saviour  
 

Wednesday 9th THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 11.30am  Sung Mass      St Saviour 
 

Thursday 10th  5.15pm  Junior Choir Practice     The Ascension 

 6.00pm  Walsingham Devotions & Low Mass   The Ascension 

 

Sunday 13th THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE SUNDAY) 

 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Parish Mass      The Ascension 
 12.30pm  Children’s Workshop – Decoration of the Church The Ascension 
 

Monday 14th 10.00am  Low Mass        St Saviour 
Wednesday 16th 11.30am  Low Mass       St Saviour 
Thursday 17th 5.15pm  Junior Choir Practice     The Ascension 

 6.00pm  Evensong & Low Mass     The Ascension  
 

Sunday 20th THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Parish Mass      The Ascension 
 6.00pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols    The Ascension 
 

Monday 21st 10.00am  Low Mass        St Saviour  
 10.30am St Saviour’s Choir Practice    St Saviour  
Wednesday 23rd  10.00am Low Mass        The Ascension 
 10.30am Christingle Making     The Ascension  
 7.00pm Carols by Candlelight      St Saviour 
 

Thursday 24th  CHRISTMAS EVE 

 3.30pm Christingle Service      St Saviour 
 5.30pm Christingle Service     The Ascension 
 11.30pm Midnight Mass and Blessing of the Crib  St Saviour 
 

Friday 25th  THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD (CHRISTMAS DAY) 
 10.00am Christmas Day Mass     The Ascension 
 

Saturday 26th 10.00am High Mass for St Stephen’s Day    Holy Spirit, Southsea 
  

Sunday 27th THE HOLY FAMILY 
 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Parish Mass      The Ascension 
 3.00pm Carols around the Crib     St Saviour 
 

Monday 28th 10.00am High Mass for Holy Innocents’ Day   Holy Spirit, Southsea  
Friday 1st Jan. 10.30am  New Year’s Day - High Mass    St Saviour 
   


