
The Parishes of St Saviour and The Ascension, Portsea 
 

June 2021 
Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this in the last week of May it seems that summer may have finally arrived. The sight of the sun 
always makes one feel so much better. Not only is it great to be in the warmth, but as the vaccination progresses 
throughout the country with different bands and the Government talks about a road map towards normality 
things are indeed starting to feel a little bit better. I don’t know about you, but I never thought I would crave 
the normality of sitting in a queue of traffic or going to a meeting and seeing people face to face, being on a 
crowded train or staying away from home overnight. These are but some of the less enjoyable aspects of life 
that we have all been deprived of, and then of course there are the more important things that we all miss so 
much such as being with family and friends and the opportunity to hold somebody’s hand and worship in a 
more normal way at Mass. 
 

Easter has brought with it in many ways a ray of hope, not only the victory of Christ over death, but also the 
expectation that life will start to assume some sense of normality in the weeks and months ahead. Bearing in 
mind there is always going to be an element of risk, especially with this virus that seems to outwit even the 
greatest intellects and mutates and adapts with such speed and ease, it has been good to see things at church 
slowly returning to normal. In particular it was wonderful to see so many people at the High Mass on 
Ascension Day. In her sermon the Archdeacon mentioned her plans for the Diocese and at our Annual 
Meetings there will be further discussion of what this might mean for our parishes. This initiative started 
before Covid, but the financial pressures experience by the Church nationally have sped this process up. 
Although it seems to me to be difficult to tackle this realistically when we still have no idea when a new 
‘normal’ has been arrived at, none the less, it is always good for churches to explore where they are and to 
seek to move forward.  
 

I wonder if Our Lord’s first disciples felt something like we do on being empowered to leave our homes or 
step with confidence into the future? We are told in the Scriptures that the disciples hid in the Upper Room in 
fear until they received the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. Slight discrepancies in the accounts show that they 
didn’t stay in the Upper Room for the entire time but rather went to Galilee to go fishing, but I suspect the 
same feeling of freedom and re-connection was theirs as it is now ours as we emerge. Fear and isolation are 
not much fun. But at some point we, like the disciples, need to step-out in faith.  
 

It has been good to receive a flurry of enquires from parents looking to have their children baptised, and there 
will be almost one a week over the summer, including during the Parish Mass. This month also brings two 
great festivals - Thursday 3rd June is Corpus Christi, when we give thanks for the institution of the Eucharist. 
While this is celebrated on Maundy Thursday, the liturgy on that day also commemorates so many other 
things that the principal event was almost lost sight of. Hence in the 1250s a feast was established to focus 
solely on the Holy Eucharist. As usual, we will join with The Church of The Holy Spirit for Solemn Mass and 
Procession at 7.30pm. Sunday 27th June is the Feast of Dedication at The Ascension. Marking 107 years since 
the dedication of the church in 1914. There will be Solemn Evensong, Te Deum and Benediction at 6pm. 
 

We have for a number of years enjoyed a good relationship with the Church of St Ambrose in Bournemouth, 
and we are invited there on Saturday 19th June for their Festival Mass. The Celebrant and Preacher this year is 
Bishop Norman and an excellent lunch follows the Mass. If you would like transport please sign the list or 
speak to Neville at St Saviour. Finally advance warning that on Sunday 4th July there will be a combined 
Family Mass at The Ascension at 11am, followed by Parish Barbeque. There will be no Mass at St Saviour on 
this Sunday. We will be observing Sea Sunday, when we give thanks for all those who work at sea. I do hope 
that you will be able to make these festivals a priority, and that through them, your faith will be enriched. 
 

With my love and prayers,    
          Parish Priest: Fr Benjamin Weitzmann 
          Tel: 02392 439711          
          fatherweitzmann@gmail.com   
Fr Benjamin.        www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk        



Calendar for June 2021 
 
 
 

Wednesday 2nd 11.30am  Low Mass (BCP) followed by Lunch Club  St Saviour 

Thursday 3rd  7.30pm  Solemn Mass & Procession – Corpus Christi  Holy Spirit, Southsea 

Friday 4th  6.00pm  Evensong & Low Mass     St Saviour  
 

Sunday 6th   THE TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 9.30am  Family Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Family Mass followed by A.P.C.M.   The Ascension 
 6.30pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction    Holy Spirit, Southsea 
 

Monday 7th 10.00am  Low Mass followed by Coffee Morning   St Saviour  
Wednesday 9th  No Mass (Lunch Club as usual)    St Saviour 
Thursday 10th  6.00pm Rosary, Walsingham Devotions & Low Mass   The Ascension 

Friday 11th   No Mass 
 

Sunday 13th THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 9.30am  Parish Mass       St Saviour 
 11.00am  Parish Mass       The Ascension 
 

Monday 14th    No Mass         
Wednesday 16th 11.30am  Low Mass followed by Lunch Club   St Saviour 
Thursday 17th 6.00pm Evensong & Low Mass      The Ascension 

Friday 18th  6.00pm Evensong & Low Mass     St Saviour 
Saturday 19th  10.00am Outing to S. Ambrose, Bournemouth    
 

Sunday 20th THE TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Parish Mass with Holy Baptism    The Ascension 
 

Monday 21st 10.00am  Low Mass        St Saviour  
Wednesday 23rd 11.30am  Low Mass followed by Lunch Club   St Saviour 
 1.15pm Parochial Church Council     St Saviour 
Thursday 24th 5.15pm  Junior Choir Practice     The Ascension  
 6.30pm Sung Mass – Nativity of S. John Baptist   The Ascension  
Friday 25th  No Mass 

 7.00pm Bingo Night with Fish & Chip Supper   St Saviour 
 

Sunday 27th THE ASCENSION’S DEDICATION FESTIVAL (107TH) 
 9.30am  Parish Mass      St Saviour 
 11.00am  Procession & Parish Mass    The Ascension 
 2.00pm Holy Baptism      St Saviour 
 6.00pm Solemn Evensong, Te Deum & Benediction  The Ascension 
 

Monday 28th 10.00am  Low Mass        St Saviour 
Wednesday 30th 11.30am Sung Mass – SS. Peter & Paul     St Saviour 
  followed by Lunch Club & Society of Mary Meeting   

Thursday 1st July 5.15pm  Junior Choir Practice     The Ascension  
 6.00pm Evensong & Low Mass      The Ascension 
 7.00pm Parochial Church Council     The Ascension 
Friday 2nd 6.00pm Evensong & Low Mass     St Saviour 
 7.00pm Choir Practice      St Saviour 
 

Sunday 4th  SEA SUNDAY 
 11.00am  Combined Family Mass followed by Barbeque The Ascension 
 6.30pm Solemn Evensong & Benediction    Holy Spirit, Southsea 
 
 


